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Gregoire Maret at the Walton Arts Center 
(Originally published in Currentland Magazine) 
When one typically thinks of a classic harmonica tone, thoughts of a howling mouth-harp in 
the middle of a blues tune on a hot summer's afternoon come to mind with a tone sizzling 
through the steel like steam off a locomotive. Following in the footsteps of just a select few 
harmonica players and even more non-harmonica jazz musicians and vocalists is one of the 
most innovative jazz artists of this generation – Grégoire Maret. 
 
With few jazz harmonica predecessors to look to for direct inspiration – primarily the 
legendary Toots Thielemans, Stevie Wonder, and Larry Adler – it's no wonder that Maret's 
sound and approach to jazz music, while paying homage to these greats, takes the 
instrument to the next level in artistic expression through a modern jazz lens. Because of his 
custom technique and a chromatic harmonica that acts almost as a second set of vocal 
cords, Grégoire Maret has accompanied many renowned jazz and soul artists as diverse 
from one another as they can be within their genres. Jazz and soul musicians such as Pat 
Metheny, George Benson, Herbie Hancock, Cassandra Wilson, Me'shell Ndegeocello, David 
Sanborn, and many others have all featured Maret with his harmonica sound even 
contributing to Grammy award-winning albums – such as Pat Metheny Group's 2005 
release, The Way Up, which received a Grammy for Best Contemporary Jazz Album. 
 
Even as his sound penetrated modern jazz in such a profound way, it wasn't until March 
2012 that Maret released his first self-titled album as a bandleader. Acting primarily as an 
accompanying musician on his past projects, Grégoire Maret took three years to carefully 
construct his album. Featuring such a unique sound unlike any other harmonica-centered 
albums of the past, many have wondered how the Swiss-born Maret approaches harmonica 
from a composition point of view. The mouth-organ maestro is quick to point out that it is 
first-and-foremost about the composition of the melody followed by simply letting the 
harmonica act as his voice. 
 
“It's really all about music. When I write, I'm really about the moment...I'll deal with the 
difficulty later when I'm in front of the piece and I have to play  it.” 
 
Much of the unique flavor of the album may come from the listener's idea of what a 
harmonic-centered album should sound like in comparison to the vocal qualities Maret's 
harmonica sound takes on. “When I do write, I hear a melody that is written for a vocalist. 
Then, for me, it makes a lot of sense to play because of the harmonica being so close to the 
voice.” 
  
 
 



Pushing Up Organic Daisies: The Green Burial Option 
(Originally published in Currentland Magazine) 
In America for the past few decades, there has been a movement of individuals yearning for 
a more natural means of living. Whether in order to help reduce carbon emissions or even 
for spiritual reasons, people are buying more organic food and using more fuel-efficient 
vehicles. Americans have been incorporating more environmentally conscious practices into 
every action from construction to farming and beyond. Even in this era of heightened 
environmental awareness, many overlook the ecological consequences of something most 
willingly take part in - modern burial practices. In opposition to modern burial practices, a 
new movement of people has started to raise awareness about an environmentally-friendly 
practice that is anything but new; that of natural burial. 
 
Natural burial, or green burial as it is often referred, is the practice of burying a body without 
embalming, without a concrete or steel vault, and in some cases, even without a casket. 
The deceased loved one is buried simply in a biodegradable shroud, though some opt for 
some other form of eco-friendly caskets such as a pine, wicker, or cardboard container. 
Green cemeteries are generally set-aside plots of un-manicured woodlands or prairie lands. 
They can easily be mistaken for nature reserves, as most natural burial lands have no 
headstones aside from natural markers such as large stones, planted trees, or wildflowers 
and grasses. Those who wish to visit the plot of a buried loved one can do so either by using 
these landmarks or by use of GPS coordinates. 
 
Those who are opting for green burial often do so after learning about the environmental 
consequences of most modern burial practices. When a body is embalmed for preservation 
purposes, it is drained of all its blood, which is replaced with an assortment of chemicals. 
Formaldehyde is one of the key ingredients of the chemical cocktail. When the body is 
prepared using a variety of techniques, it is placed in a casket typically crafted from stamped 
steel of varying gauges, a particleboard material with a hardwood veneer, or fiberglass. The 
casket is placed inside of a concrete burial vault within the ground. The burial vault is 
designed to keep the earth from caving in after the casket deteriorates. It’s also used to 
prevent materials from leaking inside the casket and to keep the chemicals used in 
embalming from leaking into the soil and surrounding water tables. 
 
The act of burying all these materials has had a profound effect on the environment. Joe 
Sehee, the founder of the non-profit Green Burial Council, once commented on America’s 
habit of burying such materials, “We bury enough metal in caskets in the ground each year 
to rebuild the Golden Gate Bridge, and we bury enough reinforced concrete vaults —  about 
1.6 million tons — to build a two-lane highway from New York to Detroit.” It’s also estimated 
that Americans bury approximately 827,000 gallons of embalming fluid every year. Though 
most people assume that these actions are required and are completely necessary, modern 
burial rituals are far from the traditional methods of burial that have been used by most of the 
world for thousands of years. 
 
Though archeological evidence of embalming has been discovered from as far back as 
ancient Egypt, the practice didn’t come into popularity in America until around the Civil War. 
Many soldiers gave their lives for their cause far from home. Since the fastest means of 



travel in those days was a train, embalming the bodies preserved fallen soldiers for shipment 
back home. With time, the practice became more prevalent amongst the wealthy until it 
eventually became the norm in the funeral industry. 
  
The preparation of a body for burial, though almost exclusively carried out by professional 
funeral homes these days, was once a process carried out by the family in the home of the 
deceased. As green burial has grown in popularity as an alternative to modern burial and 
cremation, more individuals are also opting for home funerals. A home funeral is a process 
by which the body of the deceased is prepared for burial by family and friends along with a 
wake or another funeral ceremony taking place in the home. If the method of death allows, 
there can be occasions in which the funeral professionals are never required to step in. In 
the age of home births, homeschooling, and home farming, home funerals along with green 
burials have helped do-it-yourself enthusiasts take control of yet another aspect of life the 
way their forefathers had for generations. 
  
 
 
  



Is SEO Dead? – The Future Relevancy of Search Engine Optimization 
(Originally posted on neXrm Solutions’ tech blog) 
 

“How relevant is SEO for quality rankings these days?” 
As an Internet marketing consultant who specializes in SEO, I guess it wouldn’t be very 
advantageous for me to come out and proclaim that SEO is somehow no longer relevant to 
the search engine results page. Not only would this be dangerous to my profession, but also 
wouldn’t be accurate to the current internet marketing environment. I will, however, say this: 
SEO, as many have understood it to be, is most certainly dead. What do I mean by that? For 
years, many have regarded the traditional understanding of SEO to be the magic bullet in 
order to boost rankings for their websites in the search engine results page (SERP). 
Marketers would devour forums and blogs in search of the gospel truth or secrets on how to 
win the favor of the latest Google search algorithm. Are meta-titles with vertical bars 
somehow more effective than those with hyphens? How can I swoop up tons of backlinks? 
How can I shoe-horn in the keywords I want my site to rank for? Years of abusing the 
system SEO have resulted in my ability to say with confidence that, yes – if that is your idea 
of SEO, then SEO is dead. If you’ve kept up, it’s very much alive and kicking. 

What does “SEO” even mean anymore? 
One of the reasons I can confidently say that the traditional idea of SEO is dead while still 
not fearing for my job is because SEO, as a whole, is far from dead. When you break down 
the meaning of SEO, you will find what part of SEO is still very much alive and always will 
be.  “Search engine optimization”, at its core, is not a blanket statement for these clever 
techniques used to trick search engines (or shouldn’t be, anyway). Search engine 
optimization means that you’re optimizing for search engines. As basic as that sounds, many 
people forget that! As search engines are continually improving and delivering quality search 
results to users, it is the duty of the webmaster, the marketer, or the SEO (if people are still 
using that as a job title) to keep up. 
Now brings up the bigger question: how do I keep up with search engines? That will be 
answered later in this post. 

SEO can seem like a pain, but it’s a growing pain. 
When you think about the history of search engine optimization, it’s still brand-spanking new. 
Just like you probably wouldn’t find many aviation courses taught in universities in the early 
1910′s, you still won’t find many degree programs that cover Search Engine Optimization. 
Why? For the same reason – it’s still taking off! In the world of marketing, SEO is still 
practically a toddler just learning to walk. It has fallen a few times, but, as marketers, we 
need to be patient parents and adjust to every teeter. You’ll notice that many SEOs who rely 
on the outdated tactics are a nervous wreck. They are this way because they’re not ready for 
SEO, like a child, to put down the bottle and start eating solid foods. If they’re this panicked 
now, they should just wait until SEO grows teeth! 
  



If search engine behavior is your primary focus, you will always 
be a step behind. 
One of the mistakes many SEO specialists make is their obsession with what search 
engines are doing. I know this sounds odd that it would be a problem, but this is the 
equivalent of walking out into traffic solely because the cars aren’t moving and not noticing 
that the countdown on the crosswalk is almost up. If SEO’s are putting a majority of their 
focus on search engines, they’re missing out on a chance to put their focus where search 
engines have their aim – the users! 
Search engines are on the constant lookout for what constitutes a good user experience. 
They have invested immense resources to be able to deliver the most genuinely relevant 
content available. Instead of being focused on the next algorithm that reflects a past change 
in user engagement, it would most benefit marketers to cater to users as much as possible. 
If the user experience is genuinely relevant, useful and compelling, instead of keeping up 
with search engines, search engines will be keeping up with you. 
 
To those who think SEO is dead, the future will seem like a zombie apocalypse. To rest of 
us, it will just be an SEO bar mitzvah. 
 


